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March 16, 1971 


LAM SON 719 -- The South Vietnamese 
Operation in Laos 


Objectives 

This operation is ’’limited in time as well as in space, with the 
clear and unique objective of disrupting the supply and infiltration 
network of the Communist North Vietnamese troops lying in the Laotian 
territory, and which for many years was occupied by the Communist 
North Vietnamese and used to launch attacks against our country, M 
(From a statement by President Nguyen Van Thieu -.February 8, 1971) 

The operation is intended to reduce North Vietnamese capability to mount 
an offensive and to strengthen South Vietnam’s ability to defend itself as 

U.S. forces are withdrawn under the Vietnamization program. 

. 

U.S. supplementary air support has the objectives of helping to protect 
the lives of U.S. military personnel in South Vietnam and enhancing 
Vietnamization. (From a statement by a spokesman for the U.S. Military 
Assistance Command Vietnam, Saigon, February 8, 1971) 

. 

The operation is not an expansion of the war but rather an effort to end it 
sooner. It is not designed to hold territory. 

Timing 

Prior to May 1970, the Ho Chi Minh Trail supplied the North Vietnamese and 
Viet Cong forces in the northern half of South Vietnam. In the past six years 
some 630, 000 North Vietnamese troops and an estimated 200 million pounds of 
food, 400, 000 weapons and over 100 million pounds of ammunition have been 
moved down the Trail network from North Vietnam. Communist military assaults 
in the Mekong Delta were supported primarily by supplies arriving through the 
Cambodian port of Sihanoukville. The change in Government in Phnom Penh, and 
the U.S. and South Vietnamese operations against the Cambodia sanctuaries, 
forced North Vietnam to switch to a total reliance on the Ho Chi Minh Trail 
which can only be used effectively in the dry season from November to May. 

The Lam Son operations have been launched at a time when the flow of supplies 
and manpower on the trail is at a critical peak. 

Results to Date 


Route 9, a major east-west road providing access from the supply center 
of Tchepone into South Vietnam, has been severely disrupted. South 
Vietnamese forces have occupied parts of Route 9 and have also entered 
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and destroyed supplies in the North Vietnamese base area in the 
Tchepone area. 

Route 92, a major North-South road in the Ho Chi Minh Trail, has been 
closed also. 


Intense pressure has been placed upon Route 914, another Trail artery. 

The Fuel pipeline has been cut in a number of places by South Vietnamese 
forces and nearly 200, 000 gallons of petroleum reported destroyed. Loss 
of this fuel supply means that vulnerable truck cargo destined for the South 
must carry fuel instead of ammunition and food. 

North Vietnamese attempts to shift traffic westward to the flat land on 
Route 23 is making their movement of supplies more vulnerable to air 
interdiction. Successful air interdiction efforts have destroyed large 
numbers of trucks in Southern Laos. 

Indicative of the disruption to enemy supply activities is the destruction of 
nearly 300 trucks and 2,000 bunkers and structures in the South Vietnamese 
area of operation. 

More than 8, 500 of the enemy have been killed in actions as compared 
with South Vietnamese losses of approximately 750 and U.S. losses of 
around 100. Six enemy regiments in the area have suffered significant 
casualties. The enemy has lost nearly 100 tanks and many weapons on 
the battlefield. More than 3, 800 individual and 1, 100 crew-served weapons 
have been captured or destroyed. 


South Vietnamese units which have been hit hard have fought back and 
inflicted much heavier losses on the enemy. 


Fire bases built to protect South Vietnamese forces as they disrupt the 
supply network are being held only for the time needed in a particular area. 

The enemy has been unable to mount an offensive in South Vietnam. A 
serious threat to the security of northern South Vietnam is being blunted. 

Although the purpose of the operation was not aimed at seizing large 
caches of supplies, a considerable amount of enemy war materiel has 
been reported captured or destroyed: more than 3 million pounds of food, 
more than 500,000 rounds of ammunition, and nearly 100.*, 000 pounds of 
miscellaneous equipment and supplies. 
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Impact of Lam Son 719 


The operation is disrupting the flow of supplies needed to sustain North 
Vietnamese offensives in South Vietnam. 

The North Vietnamese capability to continue attacks upon Laos and 
Cambodia is being hampered. 

* 

Further time for supply, training and development of the economic, 
social and military aspects of Vietnamization is being gained. 

While the United States is providing air and logisticssupport, South 
Vietnamese ground forces are carrying out the operation in Laos without 
American ground forces or advisors, thus gaining experience and self- 
confidence. 


American and South Vietnamese lives are being safeguarded and the U.S. 
troop withdrawal timetable remains on schedule. 

The operation demonstrates that time is not on the side of North Vietnam 
and that meaningful negotiations at the conference table are a better path 
to peace than Hanoi 1 s continued efforts to attack the nations of Indochina. 

The South Vietnamese are taking the initiative to thwart enemy plans 
for a dry season offensive. 


